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JUST FOR
STARTERS
Amid a global pandemic, transition
from student to vet was always going
to be a step into the unknown. Fortunately, I have fallen on my feet here at
Nantwich Farm Vets.
For those who haven’t met me on farm,
my name is Jack and I am the newest
member of the clinical team. My first
three months in practice have been
challenging but at the same time extremely rewarding and I could not have
had more support from colleagues and
clients alike. A few highlights include
completing my first solo DA operation, and seeing positive changes made
on farm eventually make a difference
to animal and client.
Being directionally challenged, some
of my toughest moments would have
to be navigating the Cheshire lanes. A
special thanks go out to those at Swallows Barn for changing my tyre while
I looked on helplessly- we didn’t have
a module on emergency tyre repairs
in the five years of vet school, but I
wish we had as that’s 2 flat tyres in 11
weeks (although maybe that says more
about my driving than the degree).

Another thank you goes to Craig
Scarisbrick BVSc MRCVS for hosting
me, even changing his bed, and supplying a fresh towel whilst I was on call.
Now I have completed my TB training,
I will be seeing the early hours of the
morning more regularly. I have recently
purchased a new head torch so let the
dark mornings roll in!
My visits on farm have led me to be
drafted into a local cricket team so
hopefully come the spring, Coronavirus pending, I will be able to get a few
games in.
With the restrictions in place I have
not been able to get out and explore
Nantwich as much as I would like, so
any recommendations would be welcomed greatly. As walking is about as
much as we can do, I am a dab hand at
walks around Delamere forest, my favourite spot must be Old Pale Hill.The
move from the Midlands to Cheshire
has been relatively smooth, and I am in
no rush to return.
I look forward to seeing you on farm
soon for a mince pie and a brew, happy
December!

SPOTLIGHT

RED TRACTOR FARM ASSURANCE UPDATES
This is a short note to communicate to you all
that there will be a couple of additional sections
in our NFV Herd Health Plans going forwards.
This is in preparation for October 2021 when
the Herd Health Plan must contain the following:
A written breeding and management policy:
Breeding: Semen usage/breeding management decisions and tools used to determine
replacement rates
Management: Provision of rearing facilities to cover the number of youngstock,
identified market for breed of calf produced, plan for a TB breakdown
Evidence that the breeding and management plan is implemented on farm.
Annual collation of calf births/deaths:
Number of cows calved
Number of calves born dead or die <24 hrs old
Number of calves die between 1-42 days old
Number of calves sold off farm <42 days
Trends to be observed and actions arising noted.
The Red Tractor assessors are actively checking to see that what is written in the
Herd Health Plan is implemented on farm, with mastitis protocols being one example.
This will include checking that medicines found on farm are included in the HHP. They
will check that the written Johnes plan and NJMP strategy is followed. They will also
expect to see BVD test results alongside a written BVD plan. If you have fallen behind
with your BVD check testing, or need to update your BVD Stamp It Out plan, get in
touch with Laura Donovan to help you to get back on track!
With the extra requirements for record collation and policy updates it is worth
another reminder that giving us plenty of notice regarding the need for HHP reviews
is vital.
If you have any other questions regarding your Herd Health Plan and Farm Assurance
visits, do speak to your vet.

IN FOCUS

2020 WHAT A YEAR!
Nicky Bowden reflects on the ups and
downs of the past twelve crazy months.
As the year draws to a close we felt it
was a good time to reflect on the many
challenges 2020 has thrown at us and
also celebrate some of the successes
we have seen along the way.

TRAINING

Back in January we launched our Bite
Sized Rearing for Returns sessions,
Sarah ran some excellent sessions
starting with care around calving,
then colostrum management and preweaning nutrition. Unfortunately we
had to postpone the rest of the group
sessions, but several farms requested
on-farm calf training as a result of
being involved with the program.

Amy has been busy running our Red
Tractor approved medicines courses.
Having run a total of eight meetings
face-to-face or online, plus several
individual farm team training sessions,
over 100 people have been trained in
the safe use of medicines in 2020 alone!
Well done Amy! We were worried
how these meetings would work in an
online format, but thankfully we have
all become much more familiar with
video conferencing technology. Thank
you to everyone who has made these
meetings such a success, and for the
positive feedback, even if we do all
miss the hot lunch and cake we would
normally get at the practice!
On the meetings theme, Laura has
been working hard to complete the
BVD Stamp it Out project. As part
of this we were awarded funding to
investigate the BVD status of 200
farms, with additional funding for PI
hunting if necessary. This project has
been a great way for farms to look into
this costly disease in their herds. Laura
entered the international BVD Zero
award with her case study from this
project and we were delighted when
she came in 3rd place overall.

COVID-19

2020 will go down in history thanks
to COVID 19. None of us could have
predicted how this virus could sweep
across the world, causing such chaos in
its wake. I think all of us in agricultural
communities have found it strange
trying to do our normal jobs under
the difficult circumstances. Many times
we have said that we are lucky that
our biggest problem has been figuring
out how to fit everything in, at a time
when many people have been losing
jobs or on furlough.
COVID has seen many teams pulling
together to cope with the crisis, and
the amazing work done by the NHS
has blown us all away. It was brilliant
that everyone connected with food
and farming were also recognised as
key workers. One can only hope that
the public might remember the work
that British farming did to keep food
on the shelves during this year. We
heard of great stories coming from
some of our farms, such as one larger
dairy unit coordinating food orders
for all ten households connected to
the farm, to keep everyone safe.
The flour shortage early
on in lockdown saw many
messages flying round on
our Vet WhatsApp group
when someone spotted
a bag in a local store. This
picture that Steve sent
when he found a bag sums
up how happy he was to be
able to have pancakes and Yorkshire
puddings that week!

We also enjoyed sharing some of the
beautiful rainbows that appeared over
the summer to say thank you to all
key workers and we loved seeing the
entries coming in for our colouring
competition.
The exciting news around the
development of a COVID vaccine
reminded us about the most popular
social media post we put out this
year. This memorial stone, spotted by
one of our farmers, dates back to an
outbreak of the devastating cattle virus
Rinderpest.What we and over 200,000
people on Facebook found interesting
about this was that Rinderpest is one
of only two diseases that have been
globally eradicated thanks to the
development of an efficacious vaccine,
with scientists and communities
working together. Let’s hope that
2021 will bring similar success against
COVID19.
“Near this place were
buried 45 cows, 7 calving
heifers, 5 yearling heifers,
1 bull, 2 calves, that died
in the months of February
and March 1856 of the
Rinderpest then raging
in Cheshire, belonging to
John Sutton of Moston
Manor.”

WEATHER

The weather patterns and subsequent
grass growth has been another curve
ball 2020 has thrown us. AHDB’s
Forage for Knowledge measurements
show how a cold start plus storms
Ciara and Dennis giving us a battering
in February meant grass growth was
slow to get going. While the warm,
dry early summer was a blessing for
many parents home schooling, the
farming community watched pastures
scorching and spring re-seeds failing
to establish. Thankfully the rain did
come, resulting in a very strange grass
growth curve, without the usual midseason dip. This was just in time for
maize crops, which have seen some of
the biggest yields in years.

This year has seen volatility in the
farm gate prices, with some milk prices
dropping to rock bottom levels and
changing consumer requirements for
different cuts of meat. We all have our
fingers crossed for more stability in
2021.

MEDICINES

Another big challenge that we have
faced this year has been the availability

of medicines. This started over 12
months ago when the most popular
brand of milking cow tube became
unavailable. This caused a knock-on
effect with several other brands which
have all run out of stock or been
discontinued. We are grateful for your
understanding around the constantly
changing names when we have been
forced to source products from
outside the UK to maintain supply.
Unfortunately, with
the
uncertainty
around Brexit still
hanging over us we
are expecting the
difficulties
around
medicines supply to continue for
some time. This was one factor
which influenced the decision to join
XL Vets. XL Vets are a group of likeminded independent practices who
work together for the benefit of their
customers and their staff. We hope
by working with other practices this
will help us provide more stability in
medicines supply. Being a member of
XL Vets also provides opportunities
for our team to share ideas and access
training, something which we are
starting to take advantage of.

TEAM

We have seen some changes in the
Nantwich Farm Vets team with vets
moving on to new opportunities and
Debbie, one of our longest serving
support team members, retiring. But
we have been joined by some new
faces. Lewis, who had been a regular
locum with us, decided to join the
team full time at the start of the year.
This summer our new graduates Jack

and Gwen joined us. Thank you for
BVDthem
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making
so welcome
on farm,
we
feel they are a great addition to our
vet team. You will also have heard a
new voice answering the phones since
September when Megan joined our
support team.
In 2020 we have missed our usual
opportunities for farmer interaction

FESTIVE SEASON OFFICE
HOURS
Thursday 24th December
8am-4pm
Friday 25th December
Closed
Saturday 26th December
Closed
Sunday 27th December
Closed
Monday 28th December
Closed
Tuesday 29th December
8am-6pm
Wednesday 30th December
8am-6pm
Thursday 31st December
8am-4pm
Friday 1st January 2020
Closed
Saturday 2nd January
8:30am-1:30pm
Sunday 3rd January
Closed
Monday 4th January
Return to normal

over the Summer show season and
our Christmas party. We thank you
all for your continued support during
these challenging times.
From everyone at Nantwich Farm Vets
we want to wish you and your families
a Merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year!

LAMBING HAMPER
Our Nantwich Farm Vets lambing
hamper includes the essentials you
need for the lambing season ahead.
Hamper includes lambing ropes, arm
length gloves, vet lube, iodine navel
spray, stock marker, lamb feeding tube
and syringe, lamb bottle and teat, digital
thermometer, head torch, note pad plus
other Nantwich Farm Vets goodies. All
in a handy storage tray, £65 (ex VAT)

SERVICES

VET TECH UPDATE
Laura Tomlinson, one of our vet techs, recently had a horse riding accident and
suffered a nasty ankle fracture. We wish her all the best for a speedy recovery. In
the meantime, her regular work for many clients disbudding, vaccinating and mobility
scoring, among other things, is being shared around our other vet techs and vets.
One of the differences between the potential new COVID-19 vaccine and other
regular vaccines is that it will require frozen storage rather than just refrigeration.
It is therefore possible that liquid nitrogen will be in shorter supply once it starts
being rolled out. So if you have freeze branding that needs doing, it could be worth
booking it in sooner rather than later! But at the same time, please bear in mind that
our techs are a bit more stretched with Laura out of action.
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