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IT’S SHOW TIME! 

It’s been three years, but finally we are 
back to our show appearances!  It will be 
fabulous if we get to enjoy the same sunny 
weather that we’ve had this last couple of 
weeks in June.

We will have a stand with the normal liquid 
refreshment you’d expect from us at the 
Newport Show on Saturday July 8th.  
And we’re really excited, after four years, 
about the return of Nantwich Show on 
Wednesday 27th July, now being held for 
the first time at Reaseheath.  Don’t forget 
to take advantage of the early bird tickets 
(see the flyer below).  Come and stop by 
for a brew or a pint and a chat!  We look 
forward to seeing you!

The high temperatures and humidity of  
this last couple of weeks are prime heat 
stress territory.  Water availability is one of 
the key things to help keep cows cool.  It’s 
surprising how often you might find water 
troughs empty, or cows lining up to drink.  
If this is ever the case in your sheds, it’s 
worth finding ways to provide more water 
access, and also ensuring your troughs are 
all clean as cows will drink more.

Our TBAS team have been getting on 
with quite a few TBAS visits over the past 
couple of months.  The on-farm visits and 
time spent looking at biosecurity and 
management risk factors, and the advice 
tailored to your particular situation, are all 
completely free!  It’s not just for farms that 
have or have had TB - it’s just as important 

to make sure you are doing all you can to 
prevent TB getting in to your herd in the 
first place.  So if you haven’t had a word 
with one of our TBAS trained vets already, 
it’ll be well worth it.

On a bit of Team News (there wasn’t 
space in the rest of the newsletter to fit it 
in!), we will shortly be saying a temporary 
“Goodbye” to Gwen as she goes swanning 
off to New Zealand for six months - a 
work-based trip she had been planning 
to do a couple of years ago until Covid 
hit.  We look forward to her return at the 
start of next year!

Finally, for those who haven’t heard already 
(probably not many of you!), we’re pleased 
to announce the presence of a new dad 
in the practice.  Congratulations to Steve 
and fiancee, Amy, on the arrival of baby 
Saoirse! (see pic above)

FLY-BORNE 
DISEASE IN CATTLE

There are three pertinent diseases to dairy 
cow health that flies have a considerable 
role in transmitting: 

1. Summer mastitis
2. New Forest Eye
3. Teat warts

We’ll be discussing what goes wrong and 
why, how to spot them these diseases 
within your herd and how you might go 
about treating them. 

SUMMER MASTITIS
Summer mastitis or ‘August bag’ is generally 
seen in July, August and September. It is 
caused by a mixed population of bacteria 
(primarily Trueperella pyogenes) spread 
by flies to the teat, resulting in invariably 
irreversible damage to the affected 
quarter. It is typically seen in non-lactating 
grazing cattle - dry cows, maiden heifers, 
and in-calf heifers - but can also affect 
beef stock. The fly involved is the non-
biting sheep headfly, (Hydrotaea irritans, if 
you want the technical name to impress 
your friends), identifiable by its orange 
wing-base and green abdomen. In addition 
to contaminating the teat, it can be found 
at sites of open wounds, again leading to 
troublesome infection. 

HOW DO I SPOT IT?
A hot, swollen udder/quarter can often be 
visualised even from a distance.  Affected 
animals have a temperature (>39.5°C), and 

infected quarters are filled with a yellow, 
foul-smelling discharge, sometimes seen 
without even stripping. This discharge is a 
further attraction to flies, so you may see 
swarms around the udder once infection is 
established, providing a further reservoir 
for infection for the rest of the herd. You 
may also see the cow kick at her udder, 
increase in tail swishing and reluctance to 
walk or walk with a widened gait. Some 
self-resolving cases in heifers may show up 
as a blind teat with no specific cause when 
fresh calved. However most untreated 
cases lead to loss of the quarter or the 
cow suffering toxic illness. Secondary 
impacts can be abortion of in-calf cows, 
losses to future milk yield with reduced 
functional quarters or in the worst case, 
fatality. Therefore, early recognition and 
treatment is essential, both for your 
herd’s welfare and to avoid the associated 
economic losses. 

IN FOCUS

Following on from last months focus on 
fly control, this year’s Liverpool University 
elective students, Ellie Green and Diane 
Watson, help identify diseases they cause.

Fig 1: Discharge from quarters affected by summer 
mastitis can further attract swarms of flies and increase 
spread to other stock.
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HOW DO I TREAT IT?
The aim of treatment for any cases of 
summer mastitis is to treat systemic 
illness, avoid abortion and to prevent 
further spread to the remaining quarters 
and other stock. Stripping the quarter is 
essential to reduce toxin build up.  Anti-
inflammatories, such as Meloxicam or 
Ketofen are needed, to reduce swelling 
within the mammary gland and manage 
the fever. Antibiotics are essential, 
commonly in injectable form and long-
acting intramammary tubes but should be 
specific to the types of bacteria involved 
(ie. Tylan/Pharmasin).  As the discharge can 
be very thick, teat cannulas and sometimes 
surgery are required to aid drainage. 

HOW DO I PROTECT FROM IT?
As discussed in May’s newsletter, proper 
fly control is essential, primarily utilising 
synthetic pyrethroid pour-ons or 
impregnated ear tags.  Stockholme tar 
and taping teats was a traditional method 
of reducing fly contamination of the teat, 
however both techniques are somewhat 
laborious and need repeating throughout 
the grazing season. Good dry cow therapy 
is crucial to preventing summer mastitis 
to form good protection of the teat canal 
from ascending infection. In addition to 
this, you could consider applying a small 
amount of synthetic pyrethroid pour-on 
directly to the udder skin (but remember 
to wear gloves!). Flies also favour damp, 
warm and humid conditions, so avoid 
pastures with water courses and ponds, if 
possible. 

NEW FOREST EYE
New Forest Eye (NFE) has other names 
including ‘pink eye’ or more technically 
‘infectious bovine keratoconjunctivitis’. 
Infection  of the surface of the eye and 
surrounding conjuctiva is caused by 
another bacteria, Moraxella bovis, spread 
by flies or direct contact. Youngstock are 
more commonly affected.  

HOW DO I SPOT IT?
Early typical signs of NFE includes ‘weepy’ 
and ‘puffy’ eyes, with tear staining down 
the face.  Animals will tend to squint or 
the eyelids may stick together with dried 
discharge.  The cornea (surface of the 
eye) becomes cloudy and may develop 
a small central ulcerated area. Later on, 
even during healing, the cloudy area will be 
surrounded by a red ring of blood vessels.  
Usually multiple animals will be affected 
within the herd, as this condition is highly 
contagious. It’s necessary to differentiate 
NFE from traumatic causes of ulceration 
or injury. 

HOW DO I TREAT IT?
Early intervention is essential, especially 
to prevent severe ulceration which could 
require surgical removal of the eye.  
Affected animals should be separated 
to avoid infection spreading to others. 
Treatment usually involves topical 
antibiotic, either in ointment form or 
adminstered under the eyelid.  In severe 
cases the third eyelid can be stitched over 
the eye to act like a bandage as the cornea 
heals. 

HOW DO I PROTECT FROM IT?
Certain risk factors have been associated 
with the transmission of Moraxella bovis 
through flies:

• Woodland / wet areas
• Dust/chaff
• Viral pneumonia

Therefore, along with other fly-control 
measures, keeping stock away from 
woodland and wet areas that would 
otherwise attract flies will reduce the 
risk of NFE disease. Quarantining of new 
youngstock can reduce viral pneumonia (a 
predisposing factor to NFE) and identify 
carriers of Moraxella bovis before mixing. 
A well ventilated, low dust environment 
will also reduce risk of pneumonia and 
NFE. If you’re finding that NFE is affecting 
a large proportion of your youngstock, 
vaccination is a potential preventative 
measure. However, the vaccination must 
be imported and will be more costly. 

TEAT WARTS
In contrast to the two other diseases 
we’ve discussed, teat warts are caused by a 
virus (Papillomavirus) and again, are thought 
to be spread by flies to the teat. However, 
evidence is not as clear cut regarding their 
involvement in transmission; branding, 
ear-tagging and general equipment 
contamination can all be a source of 
papillomavirus. In these cases, warts are 
often found at the site of contamination 
for example, the ears or face.  Youngstock 
are most affected.

HOW DO I SPOT IT?
Typically, teat warts will be identified in 
milking heifers within the parlour. They can 
be particularly problematic for fitting to 
teat liner shape and are a prime harbour 
for bacteria to inhabit, predisposing to 
mastitis. As these warts vary in shape 
and size, they can often become damaged 
and painful, further hindering milking. The 
lesions themselves have a typical ‘feathery’ 
or ‘fleshy’ wart-like appearance with 

multiple projections but initially start off 
as raised bumps or plaques along the teat. 

HOW DO I TREAT IT?
Adult cattle commonly develop natural 
immunity to the virus and most warts will 
regress and drop off after a few months. 
However, if left untreated, severe warts 
can lead to loss of the quarter.  For these 
problematic lesions, the warts can be 
surgically removed under local anaesthetic 
or using cryotherapy (freezing the warts 
off). Dipping the teats in caustic material 
or other wart growth inhibitors such as 
salicylic acid or sodium silicate (waterglass) 
has also been employed traditionally, 
though there’s little evidence to support 
the efficacy of this method, especially with 
large growths. If using these techniques, 
it’s important to protect the surrounding 
udder with ointments such as petroleum 
jelly to protect the surrounding healthy 
skin. 

HOW DO I PROTECT FROM IT?
Autogenous, or ‘tailor-made’ vaccines 
made from taking samples of the warts 
are a very viable option in preventing teat 
warts but are not effective in treating 
already established warts. To no surprise, 
protecting the teats from flies via pour-on 
solutions is highly recommended. As direct 
contamination from equipment can also be 
causal, correct disinfection of equipment 
such as halters or branding instruments 
(for example, using 1:100 FAM-30) will 
also prevent warts across the body.  

SUMMARY 
We hope that this guide has given you 
an insight into some of the diseases that 
make fly control so important. If you have 
any questions at all regarding any of these 
conditions, please reach out to one of our 
team and we’ll be happy to chat to you 
regarding some of the treatment options 
that may be able to help you and 
your herd. 

Fig 2: a typical NFE, with central corneal ulceration, a 
cloudy area surrounded by a red ring, tear staining and 
sensitivity to light. 
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Fig 3-5: early, developed and proliferative teat warts
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Being a Vet Tech offers plenty of variety 
throughout a working week. We provide 
numerous services to our farmers who 
require either routine visits or just a 
one off visit to cover the jobs that you 
can easily fall behind on. The services 
our current team of four techs offer are 
all done to the highest standard, and we 
pride ourselves on the great feedback we 
receive from our farmers. 
One of our most popular services is 
disbudding, whether it's regular or one off 
visits.  We can carry this out without any 
on-farm help as long as calves are small 
enough.  Pain relief is always administered 
and correct paperwork provided to add to 
your medical records.   This can be done 
alongside routine calf vaccination, where 
we manage all the ordering, storage and 
records for you.
Another popular service we offer is 
mobility scoring. All of our Tech Team are 
RoMS accredited and on completion of 
this service you are provided with a full 
report which is often required by milk 
processors. 

Our freeze branding service is often in 
demand. We use high quality irons with 
dry ice that produce a defined, clear brand. 
Heard health monitoring, treatments 
and vaccinations also play a large role 
throughout our week. We can provide 
practical help on farm to make vaccinating 
and administering fly/worming products 
easier.  We can monitor body condition 
and teat end scores, calf colostrum intake 
and fresh cow performance, all to provide 
accurate and frequent data to show the 
effectiveness of current management 
practices.  Heifer and calf weighing using 
our mobile crush is a brilliant way to follow 
growth progress in your youngstock. 
As a team we are all Authorized Tuberculin 
Testers (ATTs) for TB testing, and we also 
offer TB assistance, either for paperwork 
or animal handling when required.
As the year passes and we go through the 
seasons, we appreciate some times are 
busier than others and we always do our 
best to work around your schedule. Give 
us a call and see how we can help ease 
your workload and help you progress. 

VET TECH VARIETYSPOTLIGHT

GET TO KNOW...

Life before NFV?  13 happy years at Aintree Holstein’s, specialising in my 
passion for calf rearing, begrudgingly working with (but finding a love for) 
sheep and day-to-day running of the farm.
What excites you about being an NFV Vet Tech? Time with farmers with so 
much passion for their animals and experiences. Reducing a small amount of the stress on 
farmers is a good thing- my family are farmers too so I know the pressure they are under 
each day.
What do you do for fun?  I’m a bit more relaxed since my avid Young Farmer days!  Walking 
my little dog, Bear, meeting up with friends and their kids, meals and time with my family 
are my happy places. But I’m hoping to get back into hockey!
Favourite TV Show?  Anything with a competition, whether it’s cooking, glass blowing, 
sewing bee, strongest man, Lego Master - the weirder the better! 
If you could be a Superhero?  Storm from X-Men- to manipulate the weather to make 
planning days out really easy. I just don’t know if I could pull off having silver hair.

NEW VET TECH, SARAH

72-HOLE CHALLENGE
Wed 7th September, 1pm onwards

Five members of our vet/vet-tech team are taking to 
Pryors Hayes for the day to attempt four rounds in one 
day to raise money for British-Ukraine Aid.  Over 20 miles 
of walking, around 400 shots each and no doubt numerous 
lost balls will make this day a challenge,  so please support 
this great cause by following the link on the right - why not 
do it now?

CLIENT CHARITY GOLF DAY
Wed 7th September, 1pm onwards

And if you fancy playing golf yourself, why not join us at 
Macdonald Hill Valley, Emerald Course for our Client 
Charity Golf Day?  £80pp minimum donation, again raising 
money for British-Ukrainian Aid.  Includes a bacon bap on 
arrival, a round of golf and a meal, plus prizes!  More details 
available on Social Media or check out the last newsletter.  
Contact the office or speak to one of our vets to book on 
either individually or as a team.

EVENTS

COURSES

TECHNICAL FOOT-TRIMMING COURSE
18th - 21st July

This excellent 4-day course combines in-depth theory in 
the classroom with rigorous practical sessions using both 
knives and grinders.  Whether you’ve never held a knife 
before or are a seasoned trimmer, this course stands you 
in good stead for maintaining and improving healthy feet 
on your farm.  £1050pp, includes lunch each day.  Contact 
the office or Steve to book or for more details. 

UDDER HEALTH MEETING
Wed 3rd August, lunchtime (exact time TBC)

A FREE two-hour meeting incorporating discussion and 
data on dry cow therapy and mastitis.  Lunch included.  
Contact Joe Mitchell or office to book.
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